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able claims, appeared before the University, the one
as a persecutor, the others as rulers who were afraid
to do justice on behalf of an ill-used man because
he was a Tractarian. The right course was perfectly
clear. It was to put an end to these unauthorised
exercises, and to recall both candidates and Professor
to the statutable system which imposed disputations
conducted under the moderatorship of the Professor,
but which gave him no veto, at the time, on the theo-
logical sufficiency of the disputations, leaving him to
state his objections, if he was not satisfied, when the
candidate's degree was asked for in the House of
Congregation. This course, after some hesitation,
was followed, but only partially; and without allow-
ing or disallowing the Professor's claim to a veto, the
Vice-Chancellor on his own responsibility stopped the
degree. A vexatious dispute lingered on for two or
three years, with actions in the Vice-Chancellor's
Court, and distinguished lawyers to plead for each
side, and appeals to the University Court of Dele-
gates, who reversed the decision of the Vice-Chan-
cellor's assessor. Somehow or other, Mr. Macmullen
at last got his degree, but at the cost of a great deal
of ill-blood in Oxford, for which Dr. Hampden, by
his unwarranted interference, and the University
authorities, by their questionable devices to save the
credit and claims of one of their own body, must be
held mainly responsible.

Before the matter was ended, they were made to
feel, in rather a startling way, how greatly they had